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Sandwich generation
Trojan horse deal
Fur kid
Sheeple
Peanut-butter
Old Lady of Thre dneedle Street 
Vertically challenged
Alpha-earner
Cutting-edge mom
Barefoot luxury
Bifocular
Delia dish
Boomeranger
Britney
Stress puppy
People of pallor
Cappuccinoeconomy
Frankenfood
Bling-bling
Silver ceiling

Britney ’ - ’
Bifocular –

boomeranger –

’
-

frankenfood Frankenstein food.
-

’
(genetically engineered food

’
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’
’

’

[10,
–

’ -
.

1)

2)

3)

’ 34].

– silentsheep), 
– sweetmelody –

asonfair as noisy as it is on a fair [17, 57]. 

– –
–

[2, 106]. 

“ / ”
’ ’
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surf the Net
surf

[21, spam
’

’

–
’

–
– the crown asked the queen

– an iron asked (robot)
– the hall applauded (people) 

–

foggy Albion (Great Britain), windy city (Chicago).
–

’
the thirdage (age from 65), the needy (the

poor).
–

processed animal carcasses (meat), cruelty free products (milk, meat, honey) [6, 3]. 
xford English Dictionary

Sandwich generation –

– Trojan
horse deal –

Furkid – apet

Sheeple (sheep+people – –

Peanut-butter –
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Old Lady of Thre d needle Street –

’ -

Vertically challenged –

Alpha-earner –
’

’ to bring the bacon home). 
Cutting-edgemom –

Bare foot luxury –
barefoot

Bifocular –
–

–
Deliadish – -

Boomeranger –

-er

Britney – -

Stresspuppy –
People of pallor –

Cappuccino economy –

Bling-bling –
“celebrities tobling-bling). 
Silverceiling – ’

ceiling –
silverheads –
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“The sandwich generation is being chewed on at both ends”, Novelli said. “The 
boomer generation is struggling to help support aging parents and pay college tuition 
for their children”, Pittsburgh Post-

“My name is Brenda Mejia and I’m owned by two Australian cattle dogs. 
I don’t
mom”

“ ”

“Speaker Finneran informed his sheeple, I mean people, of their impending 
voluntary pay cuts at a caucus Wednesday afternoon”, The Boston Herald, March 1, 

“Still, a former Google executive observed, “Google could do fewer products 
and make fewer investments. They are doing too many and peanut-buttering
everything”, The New Yorker, October 12, 2009.

“It’s not working is it? Oras the huge banner draped over the steps of the Old 
Lady Of Threadneedle Street said: So Many Battles Against The System And Finally It 
Ends By Itself . The Square Mile didn’t feel like the nerve-centre of our banking system 
yesterday…”,

“Ronan is not the only vertically challenged husband who is left in the shade 
by the wife’s heels. In her flats, Ali Hewson is the perfect match for her popstar 
husband Bono”,

“Women are beginning to rise steadily to the top in the work place all over the 
developed world, but in the US they are forgingahead. They call them the new 
alphaearners. They are women, they bring home America’s bacon and they are set 
to take over…”, The O

“I thought I was a cutting-edge mom, and I did not even know what was 
happening around”, Austin American-Statesman, June 27, 2003. 
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“I deal for the couple wanting a taste of the high life for their post-nuptial break 
with boutique holidays in India, Morocco and Sri Lanka on offer. Couples can stay in 
first-class hotels, secluded beach hide aways or experience bare foot luxury in their 
own sea front villa

“My husband made it up when I was walking at a beach picking up stones while 
not trying to be hit by waves. We now use it at work when multitasking, –
you were bifocular, ”, Paulette Bures, Illinois, 

“The millionaire cookery writer Delia Smith today wins a distinction money
cannot buy. The noun Delia – a Delia dish –
earns an entry in the edition of Collins English Dictionary…”, The Guardian, December 
3, 2001. 

“One in five 18 to 24-year-olds admit they have either returned to the family 
home or put on hold plans to move out to save towards a deposit, according to high 
street bank Abbey. The group has dubbed this generation of boomerangers because 
of their inability to leave home”, Daily Post, February

“Today’s person who seems to thrive on being stressed out and whiny is a 
real stress puppy”, The Birmingham Post, January

–

scribes what a few people look like, and it needs a dignified 
People of pallor ”, San Francisco Chronicle, March 14, 2001.

“ ”

“Many children of the boom often romanticize the early days of Silicon Valley 
as a period of pure, non entrepreneurial geekdom. But it might be time for 
Mr. Arrington and those who agree with him to embrace the effervescent nature of 
Silicon Valley, a place that Paul Saffo, a technology consultant who saw the rise of 
the cappuccino economy ”, The New York Times, 
June 3, 2007

“Nowadditup. First Monsanto gets the okay by the Feds to inflict on the public, 
without their knowledge or consent, patented GMO seed technology. Our grocery 
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shelves are loaded with genetically modified frankenfood, Monsanto is bankrupting 
farmers, and normal seeds are being put out of reach”, Countryside & Small Stock 
Journal, July

“We’ve flirted with Absolut Bling Bling, posed with Absolut Disco – and now 
we’re partying with Absolut Masquerade! The classic outline of the Absolut bottle has 
been dressed up for a decadent night on the town”, Birmingham Mail, October 20, 
2008 -

“Our society’s bias toward attractiveness is exacerbated by its cult of 
youth…one in four employees expressed concern that their boss viewed them as less 
capable than younger employees. Boomers in particular are finding it painful as they 

the silver ceiling ”, The New Republic, March 25, 2002

5]. 
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Summary
The article deals with the question of expressive means of the language that are used in 

English mass media. It is proved that a semantic shift lies in the basis of figurative speech which is 
connected with thinking processes. The change in the semantic field of one lexeme under the effect of 
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the other forms metaphor-metonymic modification. A short outline of the tropes that are used in media 
is done. English words are analysed according to the types of tropes and their pragmatic functions. It is 
concluded that the use of tropes contributes to the figurative, exact, evaluative charge of the language 
and in order to catch the attention of the readers.

Keywords: semantic shift, metaphor, metonymy, tropes, mass media discourse, 
expressiveness, pragmatic charge.
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