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Summary
The article reveals the historical and literary features and general features of essay works 

of Belarusian and Ukrainian authors. Trends of origin, formation and development of the genre in the 
two Slavic literatures are reflected. The author defines the dependence of the dominance of the 
genre features of the historical and literary period of work. The characteristics of the genre and 
thematic features essay works of Belarusian and Ukrainian literatures in different periods of 
development of the art of the spoken word are shown.
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